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The story begins with three men - an American painter, a wealthy art collector and a young French artist -
meeting for lunch in New York a few days before the exhibit. After what was likely a lively discussion about
art at the café, they made their way to a bathroom supply store close by. Once there, the young artist
purchased a standard public bathroom model urinal. When he returned to his studio, he simply turned the urinal
on its back, signed it with a fake name, “R. MUTT 1917,” and entitled this new work Fountain. He then
submitted it to the exhibit. However, probably not to his surprise, the piece was rejected because the
committee insisted that it was not art, but rather something dirty, even immoral. The young French artist
responsible for Fountain happened to be a member of the committee. He challenged the committee’s opinion
and resigned in response. His real name was Marcel Duchamp (1887-1968). He believed that this urinal was
not only a bathroom supply taken from everyday life, but also an unexpectedly rather beautiful object in its
own right. Later, an art magazine printed an unknown argument in support of Duchamp. It said, “Whether Mr.
Mutt made the Fountain with his own hands or not has no importance. He chose it. He took an article of life
and placed it so that its useful significance disappeared under the new title and point of view - creating a new
thought for that object.” Duchamp challenged common beliefs about what was art and what was not. Duchamp’s
idea of giving common objects a new meaning by presenting them as art was original and shocking to the art
community. He wanted to spread the idea that art can not only be drawn or painted, but also be found and
chosen. He used the term “readymades” to describe the everyday objects he selected to display as art by

adding to them, changing them or simply renaming them and placing them in an exhibition setting.
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